
N O T I C E 
 

MEETING OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 
 

of the Regina School Division No. 4 of Saskatchewan 
 

February 14, 2017, at 7:00 p.m. 
 

Regina Public School Board Office – 1600 4th Avenue 
 
 

A G E N D A 
 
 
1.  Adoption of Agenda 

 
 
 

 

2.  Declaration of Any Conflicts of Interest re: Agenda 
Items 
 
 
 

 

3.  Approving of minutes of the 
Board meeting of January 24, 2017 
 
 
 

Request approval. 

 
 
4.  DELEGATIONS / PRESENTATIONS 

 
a) “Deaf Crows” Presentation 

(p. 1) 
Mr. Rick Steciuk and Ms. Joanne 
Weber to comment. 

 
 
 

 
 
5.  EMPLOYEE GROUPS 

 
   
 

 
 
6.  STANDING COMMITTEES 

 
   
 

Agenda available at 
http://www.rbe.sk.ca/ 
sites/default/files/ 
agendas/2017‐02‐14_ 
agenda.pdf 
OR scan this QR code 
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7.  SASKATCHEWAN SCHOOL BOARDS ASSOCIATION 

 
a) Public Section Update 

(enclosure) 
Suggest discussion in closed session. 

 
 
 

 
 
8.  BUSINESS ARISING OUT OF THE MINUTES 

 
a) Information Sharing 

 
Suggest discussion in closed session. 

 
 
 

 
 
9.  CORRESPONDENCE 

 
   
 

 
 
10.  NEW BUSINESS 

 
a) Allowing Videotaping During the Open Portion 

of Board Meetings 
(pp. 2-3) 

Mr. Adam Hicks to comment. 

 
 
 
b) Concept Plan and Zoning Bylaw Amendment 

Applications – Capital Crossing 
(pp. 4-9) 

Mr. Mark Whiting to comment. 

 
 
 
c) Major Capital Projects Applications 

(pp. 10-11 & enclosures) 
Mr. Mark Whiting to comment. 

 
 
 
d) 2017-2018 School Year Calendars 

(pp. 12-15) 
Mr. Mike Walter to comment. 
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11.  NOTICES OF MOTION 

 
 

 
 
12.  OTHER BUSINESS 

 
   
 

 
 
13.  SUBDIVISION REPORTS 

 
 

 
 
14.  INFORMATION 
 
Community Relations Committee Tuesday, February 14, 2017, 4:00-5:00PM, RPS 

Division Office, Committee Room. 

Trustee Photos Tuesday, February 14, 2017, 5:45-7:00PM, RPS 
Division Office, Committee Room. 

Art Show Tuesday, March 7, 2017, 6:00-7:00PM, RPS 
Division Office, Ron Mitchell In-Service Centre. 

SSBA Spring General Assembly April 6-7, 2017, Regina. 

 
Board Standing Committees: Meeting Dates: 

Aboriginal Education Advisory Council TBD 

Audit and Compliance Committee Nov 21/16; Dec 8/16; TBD 

Community Relations Committee Feb 14/17; TBD 

Policy and Planning Committee Jan 17/17; TBD 

Public Education Advocacy Committee Dec 19/16; TBD 

 
Upcoming Board Meetings: 
Tuesday, March 7, 2017, 7:00 PM 
Tuesday, March 28, 2017, 7:00 PM 
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REGINA BOARD OF EDUCATION  4a 

 
BOARD MEETING DATE: FEBRUARY 14, 2017 
 
TOPIC: DEAF CROWS (DHH – DEAF AND HARD OF HEARING 

PROGRAM AT THOM COLLEGIATE) 
 

FORUM AGENDA ITEMS INTENT 

 Open Session  Correspondence  Information 
 Closed Session  New Business  Decision 

  Reports from Administrative Staff  Discussion 
  Other: External Reports/Presentations  
 

BACKGROUND 
 

Deaf Crows is a physical theatre play, written and performed by Deaf and Hard of Hearing students and 
other members of the Deaf Community.  Deaf Crows uses puppetry, mime, mask, projection, and 
American Sign Language poetry to tell personal stories about growing up deaf and living as a deaf 
person in a hearing world.  Students are learning how to communicate through the use of art.  It helps 
them change the way they think, read, and participate in their academic work. 
 

CURRENT STATUS 
 

Joanne Weber, DHH Teacher at Thom Collegiate, and Rick Steciuk, Superintendent, Student 
Achievement, will be making a brief presentation at the February 14th Board meeting regarding Deaf 
Crows. 
 

PREPARED BY DATE ATTACHMENTS 

Rick Steciuk, Superintendent, Student Achievement February 9, 2017  Yes      No 
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   10a 
 
 
 

Notice of Motion 
 

Mr. Adam Hicks 
 

February 14, 2017 
 
 
 

Allowing Videotaping During the Open Portion of Board Meetings 

 

Mr. Adam Hicks gave notice of his intention to present the following motion at the 

February 14, 2017, Board meeting: 

 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Board allow videotaping to occur during the 

open portion of Board meetings, by amending Board Policy 7, clause 11, 

to read, “Anyone wanting to use an audio and/or video recording device 

at a public Board meeting shall be allowed to do so but must advise the 

Chair prior to the meeting before any audio and/or video recording 

commences.” 

 
 
Rationale: 
Currently, under Board Policy 7, Section 11, it states that, “Anyone wanting to use an 
audio and/or video recording device at a public Board meeting shall obtain prior approval 
of the Chair.” 
 
We, as a Board of Education, need to be transparent during these times of change.  The 
opportunity to have another means of providing information to our citizens and parents 
should always be welcomed as a further means to demonstrate the Board welcomes two-
way communication with our community.  This aligns with Board Policy 2, Section 2, 
Accountability to Community, clause 2.2 states, “Establish processes and provide 
opportunities for information sharing with the community and for community input.”  
Clause 2.6 states, “Provide for two-way communications between the Board and School 
Community Councils and between the Board and students and between the Board and the 
community.”  Allowing videotaping to occur is inline and follows our own Board Policy. 
 
In addition, under Board Policy 7, it states in paragraph two, “Board meetings will be 
open to the public.  Towards this end, the Board believes its affairs should be conducted 
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in public to the greatest extent possible.”  I would like to add that, in this day of 
technology, it is no stretch of the imagination that the greatest extent possible would 
include videotaping. 
 
It is worth noting again that at least one Board of Education currently does live video 
streaming.  This motion does not recommend that the Division set-up videotaping but 
only to verify that our Board accepts the concept and will allow it. 
 
Three downsides and arguments could be raised: 

1) Recording devices could inhibit members from speaking their true thoughts and 
opinions. 

2) Could create a member to grandstand on issues. 
3) Comfort level of some might not be there and the idea that their words could be 

used at a future date is uncomfortable. 
 
Upsides to this issue: 

1) We are a public and open Board and this would show good will on our part that 
we are doing the best of our abilities to accommodate all communication. 

2) Minutes do not reflect the conversations and do not capture the reasoning behind 
decisions or discussions.  Video can bring life and understanding to the public 
and, therefore, could ensure that tone is seen and help ensure a positive 
connection with the community. 

3) Aligns with many of the current Board Policies already in existence. 
 
It should also be noted that I am currently making an effort to do a summary of all Board 
meetings on my Subdivision 3 Facebook.  I wish to be very upfront that if this motion 
passes, I might include a video with my posts in the future. 
 
 



 

4 

 
REGINA BOARD OF EDUCATION  10b 

 
BOARD MEETING DATE: FEBRUARY 14, 2017 
 
TOPIC: DEVELOPMENT CONCEPT PLAN AMENDMENTS 

 

FORUM AGENDA ITEMS INTENT 

 Open Session  Correspondence  Information 
 Closed Session  New Business  Decision 

  Reports from Administrative Staff  Discussion 
  Other: External Reports/Presentations  
 

BACKGROUND 
 

The City of Regina circulates development applications to Regina Public Schools (RPS) for comment.  
Subdivision applications that are near proposed future school sites and/or development concept plans 
and revisions are reviewed by the Administration and forwarded to the Board for consideration and 
comment. 
 
A Concept Plan Amendment application for the Hawkstone subdivision has been recently circulated for 
comment (attached).  The Hawkstone subdivision is immediately north of Argyle Park between Pasqua 
Street and the No. 6 Highway. 
 

CURRENT STATUS 
 

The proposed change may continue to increase student population for this area. 
 
Although open space linkages are identified, RPS is concerned that safe student pedestrian access from 
this development to the Dr. A. E. Hanna School site in Argyle Park be provided.  Planned roadway 
connections with sidewalks that were proposed for this area should proceed to support this safe access.  
Additionally, without roadway connections between Argyle Park and the Hawkstone subdivision, 
additional school bus trips and bus traffic will compound vehicle congestion in and out of the 
subdivision and increase student ride times.  This concern was raised previously with the City with 
respect to the Hawkstone subdivision. 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 

That the City of Regina be advised of the School Division’s continuing concerns with respect to the 
proposed Hawkstone subdivision Concept Plan Amendment. 

 

PREPARED BY DATE ATTACHMENTS 

Mark Whiting, Supervisor, Policy, Planning and Research February 8, 2017  Yes      No 
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REGINA BOARD OF EDUCATION  10c 

 
BOARD MEETING DATE: FEBRUARY 14, 2017 
 
TOPIC: APPLICATION FOR MAJOR CAPITAL FUNDING 

 

FORUM AGENDA ITEMS INTENT 

 Open Session  Correspondence  Information 
 Closed Session  New Business  Decision 

  Reports from Administrative Staff  Discussion 
  Other: External Reports/Presentations  
 

BACKGROUND 
 

In the past, the Board’s Capital Plan and the Ministry of Education B5 application process guided capital 
development for Regina Public Schools (RPS).  The Ministry of Education’s major capital funding 
program continues to evolve. 
 
In 2015 and 2016, the Board considered and approved the submission of the Board’s top three projects 
(the Imperial/McDermid Schools merger and rebuild, the Athabasca/Argyle School merger rebuild, and 
the Haultain/Glen Elm School merger rebuild).  The Board also submitted an additional high level 4th 
request for a proposed joint-use high school facility for South East Regina, as suggested by Ministry 
officials. 
 
This year the Ministry has again asked each school board to submit up to three prioritized capital 
projects.  The deadline for submissions is March 3, 2017. 
 

CURRENT STATUS 
 

The Ministry has requested the submission of the Board’s top three capital project priorities for the 
2018-19 budget year by March 3, 2017. 
 
The existing projects (2015/16 submissions) continue to align with Division capital planning 
commitments and future initiatives. 
 
The Administration will prepare the required data for updating the submissions, including incorporation 
of changes or additional information that has been collected over the past year.  Any additional 
information related to future project partners considered after March 3, 2017, will also be forwarded to 
the Ministry. 
 
The Administration, in discussions with counterparts at the Regina Catholic School Division, has 
recently identified two additional potential joint school projects within the Board’s top three capital 
project priorities.  Proposed joint school projects receive additional consideration in the Ministry’s 
review of project requests. 
 
The Administration continues to develop and update a long-term capital strategy for RPS which aligns 
with government practice and policy.  The updated RPS Facilities Strategy Plan is attached for 
reference.  This document will be considered during the Accommodation Review (former Biennial 
Review) to be completed and presented to the Board in September of 2017. 
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RECOMMENDATION 
 

That the proposed Imperial/McDermid Schools merger and rebuild, the Athabasca/Argyle School 
merger rebuild, and the Haultain/Glen Elm School merger rebuild be re-submitted to the Ministry of 
Education as the Board’s continuing capital project priorities. 
 
That the Memorandum of Agreement between the Regina Roman Catholic Separate School Division 
No. 81 of Saskatchewan and the Board of Education of the Regina School Division No. 4 of 
Saskatchewan be approved and submitted to the Ministry of Education in support of both Boards’ 
capital project priorities. 
 
That the major capital project funding application for a proposed joint-use High School facility 
originally submitted to the Ministry of Education in 2015 and 2016 be included with the 2017 
submission. 
 

PREPARED BY DATE ATTACHMENTS 

Mark Whiting, Supervisor, Policy, Planning and Research February 8, 2017  Yes      No 
  PRIVATE & CONFIDENTIAL 
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REGINA BOARD OF EDUCATION  10d 

 
BOARD MEETING DATE: FEBRUARY 14, 2017 
 
TOPIC: 2017-2018 SCHOOL YEAR CALENDARS 

 

FORUM AGENDA ITEMS INTENT 

 Open Session  Correspondence  Information 
 Closed Session  New Business  Decision 

  Reports from Administrative Staff  Discussion 
  Other: External Reports/Presentations  
 

BACKGROUND 
 

Development of the 2017-2018 school year calendars has been conducted in consultation with 
representation of the Regina Public School Teachers’ Association and with local union presidents.  Two 
meetings were held, along with a number of email and phone communications.  Representatives in the 
meetings have been very supportive of the draft calendars presented. 
 
Consultation has also occurred with representatives from Regina Catholic School Division and Prairie 
Valley School Division to coordinate calendars as much as possible among the three school divisions.  
To this end, all three divisions continue to receive positive feedback regarding the improved alignment 
of school year calendars for the three divisions over the past number of years. 
 
The Ministry of Education has provided direction to school divisions regarding the first day back for 
students.  For the 2017-2018 school year, the first day of school for students is to be September 5, 2017.  
As well, according to The Education Act, 1995, the Christmas break must start by December 23rd. 
 

CURRENT STATUS 
 

The current drafts of the 2017-2018 school year calendars for both elementary and high school are 
presented for review by Trustees. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 
 

That the 2017-2018 school year calendars be approved as presented, subject to review by the Ministry of 
Education. 

 

PREPARED BY DATE ATTACHMENTS 

Mike Walter, Deputy Director, School Services February 7, 2017  Yes      No 
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Regina Public Schools Report for 2017-18 Draft School Year Calendar – For Board Approval 
 

 Requirements Response 

School Division:  Regina Public No. 4 
 

School Year:  2017-18 
 

First Instructional 
Day: 

The Minister may set the date of the earliest 
instructional day in years when Labour Day falls 
on or after September 5.  In any other year the 
first instructional day is the first day following 
Labour Day. 
 

September 5, 2017 

Last Instructional 
Day: 

The latest day that a board of education or the 
conseil scolaire may set as the last instructional 
day in a school year is June 30. 
 

June 28, 2018 last day for students / June 29, 2018 last day for 
teachers. 

Statutory 
Holidays: 

Family Day, Good Friday, Victoria Day, Labour 
Day, Thanksgiving, Remembrance Day. 

Labour Day: Monday, September 4, 2017 
Thanksgiving: Monday, October 9, 2017 
Remembrance Day: Monday, November 13, 2017 
Christmas Day: Monday, December 25, 2017 
Boxing Day: Tuesday, December 26, 2017 
New Year’s Day: Monday, January 1, 2018 
Family Day: Monday, February 19, 2018 
Good Friday: Friday, March 30, 2018 
Victoria Day: Monday, May 21, 2018 
 

Vacation Periods: Christmas vacation is to start no later than 
December 23 and end not earlier than January 2. 
 
Spring Vacation is to be no more than 5 
consecutive days. 
 
Summer Vacation must provide at least 6 
consecutive weeks from the last day of the school 
year to the first day for the upcoming school year. 
 

Friday December 22, 2017, to Monday, January 8, 2018, 
inclusive. 
 
Monday April 2, 2018, to Friday, April 6, 2018. 

Instructional Days: Any time in which pupils of a school are in 
attendance and under teacher supervision for the 
purpose of receiving instruction. 
 
*parent-teacher-pupil conferences are considered 
instructional time. 
 

182 instructional days per year for elementary (Pre-K to Grade 
8) schools. 
179.5 instructional days per year for high schools (Grades 9 to 
12). 

Non-Instructional 
Days: 

Days which may include teacher professional 
development days, administration days, 
convention days, early dismissals, and dates 
negotiated in LINC agreement. 
 

13 non- instructional days for elementary schools. 
15.5 non-instructional days for high schools. 

School Day: Not less than 5 hours of: instructional time; non-
instructional time; or a combination of 
instructional time and non-instructional time. 
 
A recess period of 15 minutes, or break periods 
amounting to 15 minutes, in each of the morning 
and the afternoon; or a recess period or break 
periods amounting to 30 minutes. 
 

5.23 instructional hours per day for elementary schools. 
5.33 instructional hours per day for high schools. 

Annual 
Instructional 
Hours: 

Grades 1-12: minimum of 950 hours 
Kindergarten: minimum of 475 hours 

Kindergarten: 476.2 hours of instruction annually. 
Grades 1 to 8: 952.4 hours of instruction annually. 
Grades 9 to 12: 952 hours of instruction annually. 
 

Board Approval 
Date: 

 Brought forward for approval by the Board on February 14, 
2017. 
 

 
The Education Regulations, 2015: Sections 23 to 28 inclusive 
The Education Act, 1995: Section 163
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