
N O T I C E 

MEETING OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 

of the Regina School Division No. 4 of Saskatchewan 

March 4, 2014, at 7:00 p.m. 

Regina Public School Board Office – 1600 4th Avenue 

A G E N D A 

1. Adoption of Agenda

2. Approving of minutes of the
Board meetings of February 11, 2014

Request approval. 

3. DELEGATIONS / PRESENTATIONS

a) Public Presentations re: École Connaught 
Community School (3)
(pp. 1-8)

To comment: 
i) Amy Petrovitch, Connaught SCC
ii) June Botkin
iii) Robert Hubick, Heritage Regina

4. EMPLOYEE GROUPS

5. STANDING COMMITTEES
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6. SASKATCHEWAN SCHOOL BOARDS ASSOCIATION

a) Public Section Update Suggest discussion in closed session. 

b) Members’ Council Update Suggest discussion in closed session. 

Ms. Julie MacRae to comment. 

Suggest discussion in closed session. 

7. BUSINESS ARISING OUT OF THE MINUTES

a) Education Sector Plan
(pp. 9-11 & enclosure)

b) North Central Shared Facility Update
(enclosure)

c) Facility Matters (2)
(enclosure)

Suggest discussion in closed session. 

8. CORRESPONDENCE

9. NEW BUSINESS

a) 2014-2015 Budget Proposals 
(p. 12 & enclosure)

Ms. Julie MacRae, Mr. Greg Enion, 
Mr. Mike Walter, and Ms. Debra 
Burnett to comment. 

b) Coopertown Concept Plan
(pp. 13-20)

Mr. Mark Whiting to comment. 
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Mr. Mike Walter to comment. c) 2014-15 School Year Calendar 
(pp. 21-23)

d) Personnel Matter
(enclosure)

Suggest discussion in closed session. 

10. NOTICES OF MOTION

11. OTHER BUSINESS

a) Subdivision Reports Trustees to comment. 

12. INFORMATION

Community Relations Committee Tuesday, March 25, 2014, 4:00-5:30PM, RPS 
Division Office, Committee Room. (supper included) 

School Community Council Forum Tuesday, April 8, 2014, Arcola Community School. 
Time TBD. 

SSBA Spring General Assembly April 10-11, 2014, Delta Hotel, Regina 
Student/Board Forum Tuesday, April 29, 2014, RPS Division Office, Ron 

Mitchell Centre, Time TBD. 

Board Standing Committees: Tentative Meeting Dates: 
Audit and Policy Review Committee Meeting June 10, 2014 
Community Relations Committee Meeting March 25, 2014; June 17, 2014 
Public Education Advocacy Committee Meeting June 24, 2014 
Strategic Planning Committee Meeting May 6, 2014 

Upcoming Board Meetings: 
Tuesday, March 25, 2014, 7:00 PM 
Tuesday, April 15, 2014, 7:00 PM 
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3ai 
PRESENTATION TO THE REGINA PUBLIC SCHOOL BOARD 

TRUSTEES 
 
Our school community is facing a serious issue and we all need to mend our fences and set our 
differences aside to work together to come up with the best solutions for the students at École 
Connaught Community School.  The School Community Council of École Connaught feels that 
proper planning to relocate our school family, while respecting the needs of the children, parents, 
caregivers and neighbourhood, will require longer than the next few months left in this school 
year.  Therefore, we ask that the Trustees have the necessary repairs made to Connaught this 
summer that will allow our students to safely remain in the school for one more year. 
 
Our dual-track school serves a very diverse socio-economic student population which houses 
English and French programming, a fantastic pre-K class and the all important Wise Owl 
Daycare program.  All of these children need to be included in the re-location within our 
community.   
 
Dual-track programming is an important feature to many of our students’ parents as many of our 
families have children who each attend different programs; (one child is in French and the other 
is in English) and are able to do so under one roof.  Our strong French immersion program is the 
only one located in the inner-city.  A few years ago my daughter Aja, couldn’t wait to start pre-K 
and join her big sister Bella at school.  She packed her little lunch kit and was ready to go for the 
first day of school; never mind that she was not quite three yet and had to wait a few more 
weeks, never mind that pre-K does not stay for lunch; because she was ready to go, right now.  
Aja enjoyed pre-K so much that she attended pre-K for two years until she was old enough to 
graduate to the French Kindergarten class.  My neighbour Sarah, who lives one street behind me, 
has a son named Otis who has been patiently waiting for the day that he too can join his older 
sister Ella at Connaught.  Sarah has been talking to Otis about his future at Connaught so he’s 
ready once the day comes that he is old enough to start Kindergarten.  Parents need time to 
prepare their children for the changes that are going to take place. 
 
The Wise Owl Daycare plays an important part of weekdays for many parents and children.  It 
allows parents to drop their children off in a safe and welcoming location that not only looks 
after their children before and after school allowing parents to get to work on time, but also 
makes for an easy commute for children to get to their classrooms once school begins since all 
they have to do is walk down the hall or up the stairs.  The School Community Council would 
like to remind you that daycares in Regina are scarce and waiting lists are long. A few months 
does not give Wise Owl enough time to find an alternate space and certainly does not provide 
parents with adequate time to be able to find alternate care.  Please do the right thing by keeping 
the school open for one more year to give us all the proper amount of time that we are going to 
need to prepare for such a huge upheaval. 
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The Cathedral area is proud of its walk-able community.  This adds to the charm for the residents 
who live there and is the reason that many of us choose to raise our children in the 
neighbourhood.  A good number of our kids are able to walk themselves to school each day and 
this is an important fact for many of our parents.  One thing to consider is that many parents 
would rather move their children to another neighbourhood school then see them hop on a bus 
and be carried out of the neighbourhood each day.  This will lead to overcrowding at Davin, 
Holy Rosary and St.Pius schools and will possibly rob some students of the chance to continue in 
their French Immersion studies, as some parents will choose to put their children into English 
programs rather then ship them out of the community or transfer them to the nearest French 
Immersion school which is Catholic.   
 
The School Community Council understands that we also have many young children who travel 
to school by bus each day until they are old enough to walk or are bussed into our neighbourhood 
from nearby communities to attend our very successful French Immersion program.  Bussing 
some children to school is not quite the same as having to bus an entire school population.  We 
have concerns that the next few months do not provide enough time, nor are there enough 
resources to be able to figure out how to safely transport our children out of our neighbourhood 
or to another location within our community.  Bus Driver want ads can been seen across the city 
on the sides of trucks and heard on local radio; clearly there are not enough to go around as it is.  
Where are these additional drivers going to be found and how can they be trained in such a short 
amount of time?  Won’t it cost substantially more to bus an entire school population than it 
would to repair what we already have?  We need an additional year to sort out questions such as 
these. 
 
To sum things up the School Community Council recommends the following: 
 
• Keep our entire dual-track school family together to ease the transition for students; 
• Have remedial repairs done to the school over the Easter and summer breaks to make 

Connaught safe for at least one more year which will give everyone involved enough time to 
make some important decisions. 

• Find a temporary location for the school within our neighbourhood, community is everything 
to us. 

• Really hear what parents, caregivers and the School Community Council are saying; do not 
gather opinions and then do the exact opposite of what the neighbourhood says it needs;  

• Keep parents, caregivers and the School Community Council in the loop; send us regular 
updates every step of the way; 

• Work to break down silos, mend fences and make the school community happy; life is much 
better when we respect each other. 

• Keep the future École Connaught Community School in our neighbourhood. 
• Take a serious look at the possibility of using Victoria School as a temporary location; 
• Find the funding for Connaught no matter what happens with the up-coming Provincial 

budget; don’t continue to sell our community short by applying band-aide solutions; and 
finally, 

• Proper maintenance of schools should always be a top priority, not an after thought. 
 
Thank you. 
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REGINA BOARD OF EDUCATION  7a 

 
BOARD MEETING DATE: MARCH 4, 2014 
 
TOPIC: EDUCATION SECTOR STRATEGIC PLAN  
 
FORUM AGENDA ITEMS INTENT 

 Open Session  Correspondence  Information 
 Closed Session  New Business  Decision 

  Reports from Administrative Staff  Discussion 
  Other: External Reports/Presentations  
 

BACKGROUND 
 

In collaboration with Ministry of Education staff, the 28 Directors of Education in Saskatchewan, and 
several First Nations educational leaders, developed a strategic plan for the education sector, in a series 
of working sessions between September 18, 2013, and February 6, 2014.  The plan was developed using 
a planning model known as Hoshin Kanri.  An earlier draft of the plan had been shared with the Board’s 
Strategic Planning Committee. 
 

CURRENT STATUS 
 

The Education Sector Strategic Plan was finalized in early February after consultation and feedback 
process (CATCHBALL) from more than 1,000 people, including: teachers, school division leaders, 
historical high schools, post-secondary institutions, the Chamber of Commerce, and unions.  Provincial 
stakeholder groups including: SSBA, STF, LEADS, FSIN, and MN-S, were also involved in the 
feedback process.  The plan enclosed is presented on a Level 1planning matrix. 
 
The Education Sector Strategic Plan will replace the Continuous Improvement and Accountability 
Framework as the over-arching guideline for school division level planning.  Its ultimate purpose is to 
establish focus for and encourage refinement of ongoing efforts to improve achievement levels and 
graduation rates for all Saskatchewan students. 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 

That the Education Sector Strategic Plan be approved as presented. 

 

PREPARED BY DATE ATTACHMENTS 
Julie MacRae, Director of Education  February 28, 2014  Yes      No 
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REGINA BOARD OF EDUCATION  9a 

 
BOARD MEETING DATE: MARCH 4, 2014 
 
TOPIC: PREPARATION OF THE 2014-15 ANNUAL BUDGET 
 
FORUM AGENDA ITEMS INTENT 

 Open Session  Correspondence  Information 
 Closed Session  New Business  Decision 

  Reports from Administrative Staff  Discussion 
  Other: External Reports/Presentations  
 

BACKGROUND 
 

The provincial budget will be announced on March 19, 2014.  Grant estimates for school boards will be 
released at this time.  Based on prior years’ practice and timelines, it is anticipated that the deadline for 
finalizing the Board budget will remain the end of June, 2014. 
 

CURRENT STATUS 
 

2014-15 budget proposals framed around the Education Sector Strategic Plan will be presented, for 
Board consideration, by members of senior Administration at the March 4, 2014, Board meeting. 
 
Following release of the provincial budget, possible budget scenarios and options will be developed for 
consideration and discussion by the Board. 
 

PREPARED BY DATE ATTACHMENTS 
Julie MacRae, Director of Education February 28, 2014  Yes      No 
Debra Burnett, Deputy Director, Division Services  Private & Confidential 
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REGINA BOARD OF EDUCATION  9b 

 
BOARD MEETING DATE: MARCH 4, 2014 
 
TOPIC: PROPOSED “COOPERTOWN” NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 

AND PHASE 1 CONCEPT PLAN 
 
FORUM AGENDA ITEMS INTENT 

 Open Session  Correspondence  Information 
 Closed Session  New Business  Decision 

  Reports from Administrative Staff  Discussion 
  Other: External Reports/Presentations  
 

BACKGROUND 
 

The City of Regina circulated the proposed application for The “Coopertown” Neighbourhood Plan for 
comment.  The proposed neighbourhood is located in northwest Regina on 770 acres of land and is 
estimated to serve a population of approximately 33,000.  The land is located west of Courtney Street 
and north of 9th Avenue North (directly north of the Westhill subdivision).  Local schools would include 
École Centennial and W. H. Ford Schools to the east.  The closest schools to the south would be McLurg 
and Ruth M. Buck Schools.  The City requested comments by February 28, 2014, but has been notified 
that the Board will respond after it has received this report. 
 

CURRENT STATUS 
 

Division administrators were invited to be part of a development charrette hosted by the developer and 
City representatives in preparation of the proposed application.  Based upon RPS’ existing school 
development criteria, consideration for up to six future school site locations was requested.  The 
developer was provided with a copy of the existing RPS school site procedure for reference and a 
preliminary school site size of 7.2 ha. was suggested.  The proposed site size was recommended as the 
equivalent of two schools located on one site.  This information was provided at the early stages of the 
school bundle project. 
 
The Neighbourhood Plan includes areas suitable for the future development of elementary schools, 
along with a suggested high school location.  The potential high school location was included as part of 
a future zone park area as most zone park developments typically include larger open space areas 
suitable to accommodate high schools facilities.  The developer continues to be made aware that any 
future schools in the area are subject to Ministerial and Board decisions and are only being suggested at 
this time in the broader context of neighbourhood planning. 
 
Also included in the application is a Phase I Concept Plan.  One of the future school sites has been 
included in this phase of the plan and is centrally located within the development.  Traditionally, RPS 
would provide comment based upon division criteria, however, this location has been identified as a 
potential candidate for the recently announced northwest joint school (part of the 18 school bundle 
project recently announced by the Ministry).  As such, the administration has been working with 
Catholic School administrators, the Ministry, and associated members of the provincial school bundle 
project team, in developing the necessary site criteria for the development of these schools. 
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Although not finalized at the time of writing, to date, the agreed upon criteria for planning purposes 
includes: 
 

• An 8 acre (3.2 ha.) site (minimum for joint school) combined with similarly-sized municipal 
reserve for a total area of 16 acres (6.4 ha.); 

• With Southern exposure for usable open space; 
• With the school to be positioned on northern end of site; 
• With the school to be located on a Collector Road; 
• The site to be rectangular in shape; and 
• Commercial development to be located  at least 200m away from the site (currently commercial 

is in closer proximity). 
 
At this time, the above criteria are subject to change and negotiation.  Any further revision or 
finalization of site criteria for the school bundle project will be forwarded to the City and any developers 
impacted by those changes. 
 
Another criterion considered important for the school bundle project is that any selected site needs to be 
fully serviced and available for construction to commence by the Spring of 2015. 
 
NOTE: 
An additional site is currently being explored for consideration for the future northwest school in the 
area directly north of the MacNeill School attendance area.  An initial planning charrette has been 
scheduled to explore opportunities in this area.  A formal concept plan has not been developed by the 
landowners and nothing has been provided to the City at this time.  The local planning project team will 
continue to use the existing stated criteria until such time as it has been further refined and updated. 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 

The City of Regina be advised of the joint-school site criteria requirements outlined in this report; and 
further, that the decision on a preferred location for the next joint school site in northwest Regina will be 
dependent upon the site being fully serviced and available for Spring/2015 construction. 
 

PREPARED BY DATE ATTACHMENTS 
Mark Whiting, Supervisor, Policy, Planning and Research  February 28, 2014  Yes      No 
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REGINA BOARD OF EDUCATION  9c 

 
BOARD MEETING DATE: MARCH 4, 2014 
 
TOPIC: 2014-2015 SCHOOL YEAR CALENAR 
 
FORUM AGENDA ITEMS INTENT 

 Open Session  Correspondence  Information 
 Closed Session  New Business  Decision 

  Reports from Administrative Staff  Discussion 
  Other: External Reports/Presentations  
 

BACKGROUND 
 

Development of the 2014-2015 school year calendar has been conducted in consultation with 
representation of the Regina Public School Teachers Association and with local union presidents.  Three 
separate meetings were held, along with a number of email and phone communications. 
 
Consultation has also occurred with representatives from Regina Catholic School Division and Prairie 
Valley School Division to coordinate calendars as much as possible among the three school divisions. 
 

CURRENT STATUS 
 

The current draft of the 2014-2015 school year calendar for both elementary and high schools is now 
ready for review by Trustees. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 
 

That the 2014-2015 school year calendar be approved as presented, subject to review by the Ministry of 
Education. 

 

PREPARED BY DATE ATTACHMENTS 
Mike Walter, Deputy Director, School Services February 27, 2014  Yes       No 
 



August 2014 September 2014 February 2015
S M T W T F S S M T W T F S S M T W T F S

1 2 1 2 3 4 5 6 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
3 4 5 6 7 8 9 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 8 9 10 11 12 13 14

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 15 16 17 18 19 20 21
17 18 19 20 21 22 23 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 22 23 24 25 26 27 28
24 25 26 27 28 29 30 28 29 30  
31  

October 2014 March 2015
S M T W T F S S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
5 6 7 8 9 10 11 8 9 10 11 12 13 14

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 15 16 17 18 19 20 21
19 20 21 22 23 24 25 22 23 24 25 26 27 28
26 27 28 29 30 31 29 30 31

     
November 2014 April 2015

First day for Student: Sept. 2 S M T W T F S S M T W T F S
Last Day for Students: June 25 1   1 2 3 4
Elem Staff Devel. Days 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 5 6 7 8 9 10 11
Stat Holiday 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 12 13 14 15 16 17 18
Teacher Convention 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 19 20 21 22 23 24 25
School Holiday 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 26 27 28 29 30   
June 26 Last Day of School for Staff 30

 
December 2014 May 2015

Month Staff Students S M T W T F S S M T W T F S
August 5 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 1 2
September 21 21 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
October 22 21 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 10 11 12 13 14 15 16
November 19 18 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 17 18 19 20 21 22 23
December 15 15 28 29 30 31 24 25 26 27 28 29 30
January 20 19 31
February 15 15    
March 22 20

April 16 16 January 2015 June 2015
May 20 19 S M T W T F S S M T W T F S
June 20 18     1 2 3 1 2 3 4 5 6
TOTAL 195 182 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 14 15 16 17 18 19 20

Students: 182 days x 314 min = 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 21 22 23 24 25 26 27
952 hours of instruction 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 28 29 30    

   

Regina Public Schools

2014-2015 Elementary Calendar - FINAL

Aug 25, 26:  Plan, Orientation, In-service 
Aug 27 to 29 LINC designated PD/Staff 
meeting days) 
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August 2014 September 2014 February 2015
S M T W T F S S M T W T F S S M T W T F S

1 2 1 2 3 4 5 6 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
3 4 5 6 7 8 9 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 8 9 10 11 12 13 14

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 15 16 17 18 19 20 21
17 18 19 20 21 22 23 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 22 23 24 25 26 27 28
24 25 26 27 28 29 30 28 29 30  
31  

October 2014 March 2015
S M T W T F S S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
5 6 7 8 9 10 11 8 9 10 11 12 13 14

First day for Student: Sept. 2 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 15 16 17 18 19 20 21
Last Day for Students: June 25 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 22 23 24 25 26 27 28
Teacher Convention 26 27 28 29 30 31 29 30 31
Final Assessment and Credit Recovery      
School Holiday November 2014 April 2015
Semester Turn-Around S M T W T F S S M T W T F S
June 26 Last Day of School for Staff 1   1 2 3 4

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 5 6 7 8 9 10 11
9 10 11 12 13 14 15 12 13 14 15 16 17 18

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 19 20 21 22 23 24 25
23 24 25 26 27 28 29 26 27 28 29 30   
30

 
December 2014 May 2015

S M T W T F S S M T W T F S
Staff Students 1 2 3 4 5 6 1 2

August 5 0 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
September 21 21 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 10 11 12 13 14 15 16
October 22 21 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 17 18 19 20 21 22 23
November 19 18 28 29 30 31 24 25 26 27 28 29 30
December 15 15 31
January 20 18    
February 15 15 January 2015 June 2015
March 22 20 S M T W T F S S M T W T F S
April 16 16     1 2 3 1 2 3 4 5 6
May 20 19.0 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
June 20 15.5 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 14 15 16 17 18 19 20
TOTAL 195 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 21 22 23 24 25 26 27
Students: 178.5 days x 320 min = 952 h 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 28 29 30    

   

Regina Public Schools

2014-2015 High School Calendar  FINAL DRAFT

178.5

Aug 25, 26 Plan, Orientation, In-
service 
Aug 27 to 29 LINC designated 
PD/Staff meeting Ddays) 

High School 
 
Jan. 20 to 23 Final Assessment and Credit 
Recovery 
Jan 26 - Prep Day (In LINC Contract) 
Jan. 27 Turn-around 
Jan. 28 Sem. 2 begins 
June 17 to 22 Final Assessment and Credit 
Recovery 
June 26 Last day for students: Report Cards, 
Awards Ceremony (half day for students) 
 
Oct. 10, Nov. 10, March 5, May 15 (System 
Institute AM, Staff meeting and PD PM) 
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